ez | [ ent Begins February 22, 2012

Feb 2012 : :
evrtary February brings the start of our Lenten season in the
Lutheran Church. This is a time for self-reflection, for /

—

5 Many people make a choice

o VN Lent. This serves as a reminder of those that go without

every day. The hungry, the homeless, those who are held |
hostage or are refugees., some by choice, others by force

and some by chance- many go day to day without the

things we often take for granted.

prayer and for being mindful of ways we can provide /

@ﬂ nes service to our brothers and sisters here on Earth.
\ Y «
4 LENT'*°

When we examine our relationship with Our Father, do we do just assume that
because we believe, we are o6off the hoo
you can do to help? It need not cost money. Often the best gifts are free a smile,

a courtesy, a quick greeting while passing. Plan a special family night with your

kids, pick up a jigsaw puzzle and take them to visit at a senior citizens home.

There are plenty of lonely grandmas and grandpas there who would love to work

on a puzzle with a family.

Expand and renew your commitment to your faith. Take advantage of the

additional opportunities to come to church and absorb the love and forgiveness

that awaits you here. God loves you and this is the time when we are reminded

of his ultimate gift. Come to Soup Suppers on Wednesdays, have a meal with

ot hers who know about Godédés gift and wh
your personal communication with God through prayer or reflection. His

message can be delivered in a number of ways so listen for his guidance.

We will be offering two services on Wednesday evenings. The first one at
5:20p. m., will utilize the O6Hol den Even
6:30p.m., will be in our Oasis format. The Soup Supper will be offered from

4:45p.m. until 6:30p.m.

We are anticipating a meaningful series of sermons throughout Lent, Holy Week
and Easter. Please see the Sermon Schedule on Page 7 for further
information.
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Inside this issue:

Pastorsd Messages 2-4

Presidentdés Corner &| Ch-6r ¢h &oluanten!Sermon Series

Other Special Interests

The Messenger

St.

Lenten Sermon Series 7 §Missionaryés Lett e

Mi ssion & Outreach /| SBup S”§)pEdt§ofGreat
Christian Education 9-10

Opportunities in
Education & Family
Ministries - Step into
Wel l ness & Announcempitd? SomethingNEWinZOlZ
Statistics & Service|l GBAa9pS

CKP & Youth & Family| 1312

WELCA & Missionarybs| l&tider




Lead Pastor Reflections

February 2012

February is for Lovers as they say. Let me remind you of where love
comes from. The Holy Story says it well:

ARnGod is |l ove. Everyone who is born o
Lovel.lgohn4:7-8i1 Gr eat er Love has no man t
to lay down his | if-<eohhdrld his friends

Pastor Marie and | are having funwiththe i Ever yone an IESepping eut of thet
Comfort Zoneo Ser mon s e Jdoinassas Wecompl&ethesdven part series in
February during our Wednesday and Sunday worship times.

A CT dn Christ's name i John 13:31-35 Sun 1/29, Wed 2/1

RECONCILE... To gift with peace and harmony i 2 Cor. 5:17%21 Sun 2/5, Wed 2/8
F R E E @0 be and become that all might receive lifei 2 Kings 5:1-19 Sun 2/12, 2/15
PASS THROURaHmansformation i Romans 6:1-14 Sun 2/19

The purpose of this series is to enlighten everyone with the idea that we really do have a good news
message to bear to the world. (Thatdés Epiphany!)
here is a certain mandate to the life as a Christian: to bear and to be the light of Christ. We are

using the book AThe Evangelizing Churcho By Bl ie

Our end goals of the series are:

1. That all might personally come to see their roles as evangelists.

2. That a core of disciple leaders may come forward to accept the responsibility of outreach both
within the church and outside beyond the walls of the church.

3. The | aunching of an fAAndrewd Come and See Tea
New B®&oukageduslLiving 6. This is a spin off of the rece
you seen it? We are using this for a newl0 week study for men . This is our 45 minute light

breakfast study group that meets on Wednesday mornings at 6:30 A.M. Attend each week.

Attend when you can. We have a great group about 14 guys who join us regularly. Some say this is
the first of its kind in the morning. Give it a shot!

Camps: We are signing kids up for camps. The confirmation kids go to Atlantic Mtn. Ranch in the

Black Hills this summer. The 6t grade students go to our local Good Earth Village Camp. Program

Director Jesse was here this past month to get us fired up for camp. There are opportunities for

early elementary, late elementary, confirmation, and Families. Let us know. We can get you in

touch with the camps. It is critical to sign your kids up now to assure that they have a reservation

for this summer. Fund raisers begin soon, so be looking for the kids raising money to help defray
their trip costs. | know St. Johndés has been ver

(Continued on page 4)



Pastor Mari eds Mes

You are about to read the word Christmas a few times.Do n 6 t b ed
alarmed. This article is not about Christmas 2011 or 2012, but rather
about some dedicated volunteers.

For the last eight yearsSt .  JhashhaldasChristmas worship 4

service the week before Christmas. This worship service, as much like ‘ \
Christmas Eve worship as possible, is designed for those who will i
have to work on Christmas Eve, d sl
in the evening or for some reason will not be able to attend Christmas Eve worshlp

This worship service includes many volunteers. The musicians this past year included:
morning and afternoon CKP students, a trumpeter, two violin players, a soloist, a pianist and
a coordinator who recruited, practiced with and accompanied many of the musicians. These
musicians included three teachers, a computer programmer, a high-school student and two
retirees. Some volunteered their vacation time so they could be part of the worship service
and all volunteered their musical skill to make the early Christmas worship excellent. There
were also ushers, greeters and drivers (fromSt .  Jaoadlotad care centers) who helped
make this worship service so special and possible for so many.

When this special Christmas worship service ended, everyone was invited to have lunch.
Actually they were invited to a Christmas dinner; featuring many of the traditional Norwegian
Christmas dishes. Planning for this meal began back in October, when the Lutefisk committee
and Volunteerism Commission made a plan for freezing and serving any food leftover after
all had been served atthe annualSt .  JLotéfiskd@isner.

17 volunteers met the worshipers as they entered the fellowship hall. Manyarrived in time to
serve at table, while a few of the 1had arrived early in the morning to cook. A

smaller crew out of the total started the day before, setting tables and making salads and

a couple beganworking on this yummy meal weeks before; shopping for additional groceries.

tg‘\&&“’[ wﬂ; Those gathered around the dinner tables were so appreciative of
the food, the service and the chance to see old friends. After
worship, as one gentleman was heading for his coat, | reminded
/ﬁ]iﬁ him that he was invited to stay for the lutefisk meal. He told me
that he could not afford to stay and eat. He loved lutefisk, but

ONe ariotnier had not eaten it in years because local dinners did not fit into his
& budget. Tears came to his eyes when he heard there was no fee
for this lutefisk dinner .)
Jor love comes

You made this worship and meal possible. It may not have been
your voice, hands or feet that volunteered at this worship service
and meal, but it was your offerings to the general budget, your
volunteering in other areas, in other years as a member ofSt.
Johndés, that made it al/l poSts i
J o h ar@ sve are all part of the ministry that happens here.
Know and believe that all your volunteering is greatly appreciated
and much needed.

] ~ohn 4.7

r
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(Continued from page 2)

and camp trips in the past. So even ahead of tim

And | etds not forget t ha20l2tbddgeswork and t hogieam mgethdr the o f
2012 annual report . The council is looking at getting the annual report along with the budget and

the financials out by March 11th. A financial and budget presentation and discussion meeting for

thoughts, and clarifications on Sun March 18t, (Churches are now using this as a new way to take

lengthy discussions out of the annual meeting. This is the time set aside to have discussion but we

will not vote on the budget until the next week. We will limit the time to 30 minutes), and the Annual
Meeting dinner and mission celebration where we will recognize leaders and vote on everything on

March 25t%. Thank you too, for your openness to the New Sanctuary rearrangement. This was the

meeting ground of many, many groups of the church. We are

trying this for 5 months. /N
|l tds snowing today. Looks I il '/(“\ we
finally getting here. Happy Epiphany, share the God given love, _ - ,
and enjoy the snow! ~—
— \_\7_\\ \
Pastor Randy God is love

Everyone who is born of God

_Ioves for God is love.

= (Continued from page 3)

Proverbs 22:9 Generous hands are blessed hands
1 Corinthians 16:14Let all your things be done with love.

\ / Galatians 5:13 For everything we know about God's Word is
\ % summed up in a single sentence: Love others as you love yourself

That's an act of true freedom.

Shalom Pr Marie

SERVE ONE
ANOTHER
IN LOVE.

C—————

GALATIANS 5:13, NIV




Presi dent os Persneart Vv

The winter cold arrived in mid January along with some snow. Some of From the
us were happy, with the snow and cold came the prospect of adding .
sledding, skiing, snowmobiling, ice fishing and skating to our exercise President
and enjoyment options. Some of us see the returning cold and snow as
a time of slipping, sliding, shoveling and shivering. Activities that we do
not call enjoyable. The rest of us just accept the winter weather. We
know that it will snow, and at times it will be extremely cold with the
possibility of blizzards. Just as in summer it will rain, and can be
extremely hot with the threat of tornadoes. The weather changes, from warmer to colder or cold to

hot . As humans we respond to al/l changes as  we
here. Sure would be nice to have summer year round. | adapt to the seasonal changes and enjoy
each one. 0

In March you will be electing some new persons to the Church Council which will create a change

here at St Johnoés. More importantly the worl d &
on March 25, 2012 the Church council wil!l be | proc
Mission with the current needs of the 21st century. It is our goal to have this completed by 2013.

What a new Vision and Mission will consist of nobody knows, there is a fairly good chance it will be

di fferent from todayos. There wildl be a group o
new Vision and Mission would be. In addition to the task force we would like your ideas and

thoughts. What is needed here locally, what about in the US, and throughout the world? How and
where should St Johndés use its abundant gifts an
something that you would like to be a part of let us, the Council, the Exec Committee, or the pastors

know.

This process will be change, and as a congregation we will embrace, accept and dislike it. If you are
one who is hesitant about change think about this. As Christians, we always continue to strengthen
and grow our close personal relationships with Christ? If that is not change, nothing is.

Dan Jensen

Adult Fellowship

Please join Adult Fellowship in the Fireside Room at 6:30 p.m. on
Sunday February 19th for a continuation of our travel series. We
will share an "Israel Experience" as documented by Wayne &
Genny Hendrickson, with treats to follow. No charge & all are
welcome.
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Secretary Report
V Preside
csyrmod commitment
STeasures Repert

c capproved

, ( Bo e sQld Buisness

received for LOC payoff
I t @kmt el . com

New Buisness

funds

Council Meeting
Johnos

January 10 2012

Lut her an

com
$1,370.00 short for synod commitment was taken from overage

- F om Personneld All 2011 staff reviews are complete

Church

corrected; Luteflsk funds were $18,630.00, $1,370.00 short of 2011

1 Motion presented to reduce the size of council, after discussion
C 0 Was tabled until Feb meeting

R O‘Hm Parking lot banners to be purchased with Bob Anderson memorial

L A1 2012 Annual Meeting date is Mar 25, 2012- lunch starting at 11:30

am meeting to follow

ns
nfle 2012 budget available Mar 11, a question and answer

I

Pyt)

hot mail . com

.Dan densen, president

%

MEETING

Council minutes summary submitted by

. F oBsll choirs will serve fundraiser breakfast Mar 18

Save the Date!

h) Our Annual Meeting will be

held on Sunday,

ANNUAL  March 25, 2012 at 11:15 a.m.

informational only meeting will be held Mar 18 between services



Lenten Sermon Series The Tri
A series of witnesses wil/ come forward to giv
their experiencesoJwistuns tCihen fiasatoglhs eéc¢h ei r
accounts we wi ||l come to know the|truth; t hat
our place in the defendantds chai

Feb 2Ash Wednesddywe Voice of Sjlat an

Feb 2@fst Sunday i(ThheLé&mt ce of Juldas

Feb 29nd Wednesdd&ywe Voice of Anjnas

Mar 02nd Sunday Ii(TheL&mti ce of Caliaphas

Mar 03rd Wednesddywe Voice of Pefter

Mar 13rd Sunday IiThmeL&mt ce of He|rod

Mar 14t h Wednesddywe Voices in tlhhe Templ e
Mar 18t h Sunday IiThelL&mti ce of Pi|l at e

Mar 2%t h Wednesddhwe Voice of Pi|jl atebs Wife
Mar 25th Sunday I(ThmeL&mt ce of th Centurion
Mar 28th Wednesdd&hywe Voices of Tlhieves

Apr OPalm Sunday The Voices in the Crowd
Apr OHWoly Week Wadhmrmeddayxe of Majry

Apr OBMaundy Thur Coay empl ati ve & Altar Strip
Apr 06o0o0od FridayTenebrae

Apr OBaster Sundd&@8ywe Voice of th Empty Tomb

a l

e te

Jesu

pin



