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We welcome the year 2012 and look forward with great 
anticipation to the exciting possibilities the new year brings 
us. However, we cannot move forward without extending 
our sincere gratitude to all of the volunteers who offer their 
time, talent and trust to all of us at St. Johnôs. The gifts they 
offer cover a broad range of skills, dedication and 
generosity so that all members can continue to grow and 
nourish their faith and refresh their spirit at St Johnôs 
Lutheran Church. 

Do you ever stop to consider what volunteers do at St. 
Johnôs? As members we all serve on a service group and 
may be called upon to bring a cake for a funeral and to do 
something for the lutefisk dinner. Is that what volunteers 
do? For some of you, that may be what you provide, 
however, many of our members do so very much more 
here at St. Johnôs. Please consider how you may be able to 
further help too. 

Volunteers teach Sunday School, Oasis, Bible Study or Confirmation Classes. They 
visit our members who are home bound, they knit or crochet prayer shawls, they sew 
quilts, assemble care kits for missions & assist local families in need with food, 
clothing or transportation. They serve as church council or commission members. 
Some create  gifts for the church or craft church decorations and banners. They sing, 
they act, they play an instrument or ring bells. They serve as youth leaders, peer 
ministers, they plant flowers or trim grass, rake leaves or do painting & repairs. They 
cook and bake, clean and care for the kitchen facilities for funerals, banquets or other 
functions within the church. Members usher, direct traffic, greet visitors & send follow-
up cards, they light candles, run the sound system, and read the lesson during 
services, donate flowers for the altar and assist with Communion.  

They cover the church office during meetings or other times as needed, members help 
on the newsletter, website, Erdman tapes or assemble bulletins and stuff envelopes 
for mailings. They offer support to grieving families, make donations for the food shelf 
and missions, offer prayers  for those on the prayer lists, and the list goes on and on.  

The point is, our volunteers assure that St. Johnôs can be all that it is to our members, 
our community, our place in the world. THANK YOU to each of you who volunteered 
and gave a gift of yourself to St. Johnôs. Your gifts were appreciated and we hope you 

can assist us again. WE STILL NEED YOU!! THERE IS MUCH TO BE DONE IN 2012!! 
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ñWise men from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, ñWhere is the child who 
has been born? For we observed his star at its rising. and have come to pay 
him homage.ò (Mathew 2:1-2) 

 

When I think about seeing the light I think of all the "Aha" moments I have 
had in life. I used to be a part of a text study where a pastoral colleague 
would talk of the aha moments in the scripture readings. This is when the 
Holy story entwines with your own personal story. This is that moment of 
ingenuity, that moment of insight, that you have never had before. The light 
comes on. There is a song in your heart. If someone looked at you they 

would even say that your face is lit up. Scriptures tell us that when Moses came down from the Mountain 
after having spoken with God and having received the 10 commandments his face was aglow with God. It 
was an ñAha" moment. The painter Michelangelo sculpted Moses with little light beam horns coming out 
from his head. 

 

The wisemen saw the star. They were intrigued by it. They followed the light. It led them to Jesus. Now 
we can do all kinds of research to try and figure out exactly which star this was. The main point in the 
Holy story though is that Jesus is the Light. Jesus is the author of that light bearing moment. The gospel 
writer John says it this way. ñThe true light was coming into the world.ò (John 1:9) John loves to give us 
these little word pictures.  

 

So fasten that light in your mind. Now take a few steps into the season of Epiphany which is the season of 
light, the season of the star. Jesus reveals his light to us. In the season of Epiphany in the church we take 
a look at the call stories in the Bible. Jesus begins his ministry. He calls disciples. The light comes on in 
their lives. When they talk to Jesus it as if the light beams are tracing from their brows. It is for sure an 
aha moment for them, and they follow.  

 
Can you think of time when you have been so inspired? What have your ñAhaò moments been? ñThose 
who walked in darkness have seen a great lightò, the scriptures say. ñThose who dwell in deep darkness ï 
on them light has shined.ò (Isaiah 9:2) Christmas at St. Johnôs with all of the programs, teas, caroling, 
Services of Lessons and Carols, Advent wreath lighting, and candlelight have been just that. Thank you 
for sharing Christmas with Jan and I.  

 

This January we piece together the budget for the new year, both the income side of things and the 
Expense side of things. Thank you for the wonderful response to the Fall 2011 "Light The Fire!" 
Stewardship Campaign. Looking at the number of families who have pledged we are seeing an increase. 
Looking at the Amount pledged we are seeing an even larger increase over  the current  2011 year of 
pledging. The momentum has definitely picked up. The church Council, along with the Finance 
committee, have taken measures to make our financial management more secure and to shore up 
accounts that have long had outstanding negative debit balances. In other words the money was just not 
there, and we as church spent the dollars that we did not have which in turn placed us into a negative 
deficit position. We have made great headway in these past months. Please celebrate with us. My hope 
and prayer is that with faithful stewardship, sound financial management, and an approach that 
encourages all family members of St. Johnôs to sit down at the table together as one unit we can come out 
of this red zone deficit condition and begin to share life together as a family in Christ in a more positive 
way. Letôs celebrate the grand ñAhaò, ñLight bearingò moments that God has already put into our laps. 

 

Happy New Year, and Peace to you and yours, 

 

Pastor Randy 

Lead  Pastor  Reflections  



3 

 

 

 

In this article I have been raising up to your attention those in our faith community 
who are living examples of Jesusô directive to be disciples. People like the shepherds 
who told everyone they met what they had seen and heard in the Bethlehem stable. 
People like musicians who help us worship through their musical skills. People who 
visit others and people who work behind the scenes to keep St. Johnôs humming 
along.  This month I raise up for your consideration, as examples of discipleship 
behavior, this faith community.  

 

On November 28th, Pastor Mioche from the Bouyaha School and Pignon churches in Haiti wrote to me with 
a question.  (St. Johnôs has an ongoing relationship with the ministry of Pastor Mioche in Haiti) Could St. 
Johnôs come up with $3200 ASAP so he could take advantage of a remarkable opportunity to acquire food 
to feed some of the starving students and families in Haiti? Thanks to the US Navy, an American working in 
Haiti and a US aid agency that packages nutritious food and makes it available for the cost of shipping, 
Pastor Mioche had the fleeting opportunity to get 280,000 meals for $3200. ($.0112 per meal) He needed 
an immediate commitment so he could reserve the food. In 24 hours the St. Johnôs community had 
committed $700 and I wrote in a brief E -mail: RESERVE THE FOOD. As of December 13th St. Johnôs 
members and friends have committed $3531.  The extra donated will be helpful in paying for cooking oil, 
clean water, kerosene and the school cookôs salary.  There were nine checks for $100, a few for more and 
many for less.  There were coins and dollar bills of every size. A teen dipped into her baby-sitting money 
and the St. Johnôs quilters used some of the money set aside for quilting supplies.  One quiet man shared 
Pastor Miocheôs remarkable opportunity with his work colleagues and they, like this faith community, gave 
generously so that others might eat.  

 

Every single person or group who gave money for Pastor Miocheôs 
remarkable opportunity, generously sacrificed some part of a plan, 
dream or Christmas gift.  Discipleship givingðsacrificing canôt be 
forced.  It is all gift. It is all joy. Every single person who put money 
into my hand for Pastor Mioche was as blessed by their giving as 
will be those who eat. As disciples we give because someone else is 
in need and because we need to give. Discipleship is our response to 
knowing we are surrounded and held up by Godôs love. Discipleship 
focuses on being Godôs hands and feet in the world, doing the things 
and loving the people Jesus did.  As disciples we use the skills, time 
and money God has blessed us with, to serve those less blessed. 
Discipleship living and serving is about generous sacrifice and Godôs 
unconditional love.   

 

Pastor Miocheôs question and hope became discipleship living in 
this faith community. Because of your discipleship giving, his bold 
hope for food has been fulfilled. 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Marie 

Pastor Marieôs Messages 
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Happy New Year.  Does that phrase symbolize a beginning or an end?  

Is January 1 the end of six to eight weeks of almost constant 

preparations and celebrating?  Many of us start in mid November 

planning the who, when and where of our Thanksgiving dinners.  With 

extended families and friends that could be two or perhaps three 

delicious diet busting meals.  Then we shift gears into Christmas mode.  The birth of Jesus is the 

center of Christmas.  A season of joy and celebration for all Christians.  We fit into our schedules 

any number of Advent services, Christmas concerts, and pageants.  We have get togethers with 

fellow workers, coffee parties and dinners with friends and family.  Then our personal Christmas 

traditions, some very simple and some not so simple.  During all of this hustle and bustle we come 

to January 1 and we might think, ñWow!  That was fun, but I need a breakò.  Is it the end?  Is it the 

beginning?  Is it a continuation?  January brings us to Epiphany.  Epiphany takes us to Ash 

Wednesday and Lent.  Lent is followed by Psalm Sunday and Easter Sunday, the day of Christ's 

Resurrection.  What do you think?  Even though we call it New Years day, is it an end of one and 

the start of another, or is it the continuation of our lives as 

children of God?  Do we stop thanking God for the birth of 

Jesus, or do we continue with our thanks and praise for His 

gifts of grace, forgiveness, salvation and eternal life? 

 

Godôs peace 

Dan 

Presidentõs Perspective 

 

Adult Fellowship 

Please join Adult Fellowship on Sunday January 15th at 6:00 p.m. 

at the home of Bob & Barb Pike, 211 8th Avenue NW.  Take the 

private drive off 8th Avenue just south of the church parking 

lot.   We will have pot luck snacks and play cards/table games. 

And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from 

every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to 

speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and 

Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the 

words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! free at last! thank God Almighty, 

we are free at last!"  - Martin Luther King  

M ARTIN  LUTHER  KING  DAY  - JANUARY  16TH  
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Dan Jensen,  President 
(Gail) 
danoj47@live.com  
633-2467 
Jakki Trihey, V President 
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635-5676 

Council Meeting 

St Johns Lutheran Church 

December 13, 2011 

Old Business 

Breakfast Dec 18, group B 

Nametag display/storage is finished, thank you Fred Asche 

Will start using nametags Jan 18 

Finance Committee submitted Dedicated Funds report, will be available 
to congregation 

Doug W voiced his dissent concerning Dedicated Funds 

New Sanctuary configuration will commence trial run Jan thru May  

A new strategic planning process will be developed and presented to 
congregation at annual meeting 

 

New Business 

Eleven membership transfers 

Online registration and payment for events will be added to web site 

Church building is lacking proper notification of emergency procedures 
Property Commission will address 

2012 Annual Meeting date is tentatively Mar 25 

 

Phyllis Sands, secretary 

St. Johnõs Quilters 
4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅÄ ÒÁÆПÌÅ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
ÑÕÉÌÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÇÉÖÅÎ Á×ÁÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎȢ  *ÕÌÉÅ 
-Ã!ÄÁÍȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ×ÁÓ ÄÒÁ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÕÃËÙ ×ÉÎÎÅÒȢ  4ÈÁÎËÓ ÁÌÓÏ 
ÔÏ 2ÏÇÅÒ ÁÎÄ ,ÏÒÉ #ÁÒÌÓÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÂÒÉÃȢ  4ÉÃËÅÔ ÓÁÌÅÓ 
ÔÏÔÁÌÅÄ ΑςυσȢππ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÑÕÉÌÔÅÒÓ 
ÁÒÅ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ χπ ÆÕÌÌ ÓÉÚÅÄ ÑÕÉÌÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

#ÁÒÅ Ǫ 3ÈÁÒÅ ÂÏØÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȢ  7Å ÁÌÓÏ ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ ΑσππȢππ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÓÈÉÐÐÉÎÇ 
ÅØÐÅÎÓÅÓ ÔÏ (ÁÉÔÉȢ  4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ 4ÈÒÉÖÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ΑςππȢππ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÓȢ   

7Å ÁÒÅ ÅÖÅÒ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÁËÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ËÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÁÃË ÓÅ×ÅÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÓ ÑÕÉÌÔ ÔÏÐÓȢ  3ÏÍÅ ×ÅÅËÓ ×Å 
ÈÁÖÅ ÐÕÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÁÓ ρυ ÆÕÌÌ ÓÉÚÅÄ ÑÕÉÌÔÓȦ  4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐ ÔÈÅÉÒ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÃÕÔȟ ÔÉÅȟ 
ÓÏÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÅ×Ȣ  -ÁÎÙ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÁÒÍ ÔÈÉÓ 
×ÉÎÔÅÒȢ  7Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÙ ÎÅ× ÃÏÍÅÒÓ- ÎÏ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ 
ÎÅÅÄÅÄȢ 
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Sunday Night Youth Group 
  

9-12 Grade Weekly Meetings in Youth Room 
7-9pm  

  
Jan 1st  Happy New Year! (No YG) 
  
Jan 8th Skits and Videos 
  
Jan 15th Resolutions/Mission Statements 
  
Jan 22nd Self-Image 
 
 Jan 29th The Bible 

Sunday, January 15th  
7-8pm  

 

Mandatory meeting for 
all participants and  

parents.  
 

$100 due  

 

7th-9th Grades 
March 23-25, 2012 

  
Registration - $135 
Due January 4th 

  
Late Registration - $155 

Dependent on availability  

  
  

  
  

Thank you to all who participated in the 
Peer Ministersô Halloween Food Drive, Fall 

Festival, and Operation Haitian Christmas.  All 
events were a great success!   

  

For the Food Drive and Fall Festival, the Peer  
Ministers started a campaign to raise awareness 
of the SEMCAC food shelf needs for the winter.  
They raised over $150, gathered over 200 lbs. of 
food, and had their efforts publicized in the DCI.  
They also facilitated a wonderful Fall Festival, 
complete with hay rides, fire truck tours, games, 
and snacks. 

  

In conjunction with the KMHS student council, 
the Peer Ministers promoted the need for 
specific items to be shipped to Pastor Mioche in 
Pignon, Haiti.  With the help of the Mission & 
Outreach Commission, they packaged 370 
pounds of good quality shoes, clothes, peanut 
butter, and Christmas ornaments in 21 boxes.  
In addition, $800 was raised to help ship the 
items. 
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{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  ς  CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ  ς  5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мнΣ нлмм 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ 

ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴΦ   

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜŘ ŘŜŬŎƛǘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ 

ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎΦ  !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ Yŀǎǎƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 

.ŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ  hǾŜǊ ǝƳŜΣ ŀ ϷмллΣллл ǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳ ŘŜōǘ Ƙŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇΦ 

aǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмм ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΗ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ς ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳ ŘŜōǘ ƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Yŀǎǎƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀƴƪ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ ϷслΣлллΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǎƻ 

ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΗ 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ άƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ όǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀ ϷсрсY 

ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎύΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ  ! 

άŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘέ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

ōǳŘƎŜǘ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ ōŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǊƛǇύΦ  !ǎ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘΣ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ 

ōƻǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘ ŀƅƻŀǘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ϷуY ƳƻǊŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƭƭύΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 

ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ-ǘŜǊƳ ŘŜōǘΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘΥ  aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ό²ƻǊƭŘ IǳƴƎŜǊΣ 9[/!κ{ȅƴƻŘύΤ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ ό¦ƴŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘύΤ 

9ǾŜƴǘǎ ό²ŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΣ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 5ƛǎŎǊŜǝƻƴŀǊȅύΤ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ό.ǳǎΣ hŀǎƛǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊǎΣ hǘƘŜǊύΤ DǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ όtŀǊƛǎƘ 

bǳǊǎŜύΤ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƛŎ ό{ǊΦ /ƘƻƛǊΣ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ 5ŞŎƻǊΣ hǘƘŜǊύΤ  ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ όDŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ нƴŘ ̧ƻǳǘƘ vǳŀƪŜ 

!ŎŎƻǳƴǘύΣ hǘƘŜǊ όLƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ 5ƛǾƛŘŜƴŘǎύΦ   

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΣ ƴƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƻǊ ǎǇŜƴǘΦ  DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 

ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ōǊƛƴƎǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōŜǧŜǊ 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΣ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ŀ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜǧŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀũκŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎκŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǝǾŜ ŀŎǝƻƴǎΦ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎȅƴƻǇǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜǎΥ  

 
 

¢ƘŜ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΥ  aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎ ό¢ƻ .Ŝ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘύΤ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

όCǳƴŜǊŀƭǎύΤ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ ό¢ƘǊƛǾŜƴǘ /ƘƻƛŎŜύΤ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ό/ŀƳǇŜǊǎƘƛǇǎύΤ aŜŘƛŀ ό9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘύΤ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƛŎ ό.Ŝƭƭ 

ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎƘƛǇǎύΤ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ ό{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ CǳƴŘ wŀƛǎŜǊǎύΤ ŀƴŘ .ŜǉǳŜǎǘΦ  ! ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǎƘƻǊǜŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ƻǾŜǊ ϷнуY ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŜƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘΦ  ! Ŭƴŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǎƘ ƅƻǿ ƅǳŎǘǳŀǝƻƴǎΦ  

wŜǎǇŜŎǜǳƭƭȅ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘΣ  {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

  !ǳƎ мΣ нлмм 5ŜŎ мΣ нлмм 

¢ƻǘŀƭ ōƻƻƪ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ϷтлΣмруΦуп ϷрнΣнснΦон 

[ŜǎǎΥ  ¢ƻǘŀƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ϷолΣнлфΦлп ϷноΣролΦлр 

9ǉǳŀƭǎΥ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǜŀƭƭ όƭƻŀƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘΣ !b5 ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
               ǎǇŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎύ 

ϷофΣфпфΦул ϷнуΣтонΦнт 
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An Announcement  

Regarding Worship Furnishing & Musical 
Instruments Setting  

Upcoming: Worship Furnishing and Musical 
Instruments Setting:   A joint conversation and meeting of the 
minds was held with the Altar Committee, Decorations Sub 
Committee, Worship & Music Commission, Youth & Family 

Commission, Refuge Worship Team, Adult JAM Worship Team, Education Commission, Property 
Commission, Confirmation Guides and Parents, and Staff to talk about instrument placement and 
decoration space in the worship space of the Sanctuary.  One common agreement was reached by 
this group which on a five-month trial basis will have us taking out the front 3 pews on each side and 
replacing these with 4 folding chairs in each row; moving the piano and baptismal font to the left 
side and moving the pulpit to the right side and designing a short 6-8" stage for contemporary 
musicians where the piano sat on the right side. 

 

The Church Council at its Tuesday, 12/13/11 meeting approved this as a trial agreement for the 
months of January-May.  We will try this fully for those 5 months, and towards the end of that 
period, assess the feedback of this new design.  If you have any questions, please speak to your 
Council members, Worship & Music Commission, or Staff members directly.  

 

Thank you. 

AT HOME VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  

 We are looking for someone who will sort all the labels that come in for different 

organizations (soup labels, box tops, milk tops) and get them to the correct 

collection place (CKP, schools, Ronald McDonald). We will provide the list of 

where they should go.  This would allow us to have one large container for all 

items we collect making this a neater and more organized effort.  The kitchen 

container now sits on a fire door counter and there just isn't room in the kitchen 

for these collections.  If this is something you would like to do leave your name at 

the Welcome Center or the church office. 

 

Menõs Breakfast Study will resume on  

Wednesday, January 18th  

at 6:30 a.m.  

 

New Attendees are Welcome!  
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The congregation with the leadership of Jen Smith are creating quilts for our 

graduating seniors again this year.  We sent out letters to all who are eligible and we 

received 12 responses from our senior class to be a part of this milestone.  We still 

need congregation members to help with the sewing of blocks.   

  Each studentõs quilt  pieces are in a box by the bulletin board.   There is a  sign out book so that you can 

take a pre-packaged square kit (with the fabric already cut and the directions with it)  to put together one 

square.  We just ask that you do it in a timely fashion and that you pray for the senior as you put together 

their square.  Each quilt is using the same pattern but the seniors have picked out their material. Please have 

the quilt blocks back to the church by Monday, February 6.  This is a very important date so that we have 

plenty of time to get them quilted and completed.  

     We are looking for people willing to machine quilt a quilt and people willing to bind a quilt.  If you can 

help with either of these steps, please let Jen know.  Jenõs e-mail is milliken@kmtel.com      

     Check out the display on the bulletin board in the narthex of last yearõs quilts.  We are again using the 

same pattern.     If you have any questions please contact Jen (Missy is not likely able to answer your 

quilting questions). 

      

  

  

We are in need of bus drivers for Wednesday afternoons.    

Superintendant Mark Matuska and K-M district transportation director, Larry Meeker have been 

helping us find licensed drivers and are helping us get drivers certified.  So please take the time to 

thank these two men for all their hard work and willingness to help us out. IF there is anyone that 

would like to get your license and help us out please talk to Missy ASAP.   It would be making two 

trips between the middle school and elementary school then back to the church.  This is a very 

important ministry here at St. Johnõs and getting our students here after school is key to having a 

successful after school program.    

Mark Your Calendars & Save Your Treasures 

 I know you are thinking about spring already and the Youth are 

resurrecting the St. Johnõs Rummage Sale.  We will be looking for your 

used-a-bit stuff to donate for the sale.  We thought now would be a 

good time to alert you to our plan so you can save your treasures for us.  

We selected the weekend of April 20 to have our sale.  We will begin 

taking items after worship on Sunday April 15.  We will take clothing, 

shoes, books, household items, bikes and gently used furniture.  We will 

NOT take electronics such as computers, TVõs  or exercise equipment such as treadmills, stationary bikes or 

weight benches.  If you have any questions please contact Missy at mtjosaas@stjohnskasson.org at the 

church at 634-7110.   
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     We are beginning to plan for our VBS and other summer activities.   We are going to shake things up 

again this year.  In conjunction with Phil and the Youth and Family Commission there will be a variety of 

opportunities for young people of all ages.  Some dates to put on your calendars. 

  

June 18 -22  Arts and Athletic Day Camps       5-6th graders 

June 25-29  1/2 day Vacation Bible School       Preschool - 4th grade 

June 29 - July 6 Confirmation Camp in South Dakota (Space still available)   7-9th graders 

July 8-13  Pre-Confirmation Camp at Good Earth Village    6th graders 

July 18-24  National Youth Gathering in New Orleans      9-12th grade 

July 30-August 3 Adventure Camp        5-6th graders 

  This list of activities is not exhaustive and other activities may be added in the coming months.  

More details will also be announced in the next couple of months.  Volunteers are always welcomed at 

any of our local events and camps please contact Missy or Phil questions.   

             ̄ȹĊ± ųĜȺȺŴ± ȠȺ"ȉ̅                 

 Thank you to all who helped make this yearõs programs, òThe Little 

Staró it was a wonderful and spirit-filled day.  The children who participated 

in this yearõs program did a fabulous job of learning lines and songs and 

sharing the meaning of the Season.  I know the Christmas season can get 

crazy busy for everyone and taking time out to remember why we celebrate 

is always the highlight of my year.  Thank you to everyone who put their heart and talents into this 

program.   Watching the children process in and sing always makes my heart happy and I hope it does for 

you also.   Thank youõs also go out to all teachers, students, parents, song leaders, and musicians. 

 I sure could not make this program/day happen without so many happy hearts willing to be 

involved.  Thank you!!!!!  

Pre-Confirmation Camp  

6th Grade Students  

July 8-13, 2011 
     Pre-Confirmation Camp for 6th grade students is scheduled for July 9-13, at Good 

Earth Village near Spring Valley, MN.  Missy will be heading to camp with you and 

you will get to spend 2 hours every morning with your group from Kasson and then 

the rest of the day you will spend with your cabin group, counselor, and new friends.  

          Registrations were handed out at Fall orientation but a detailed letter will be mailed out the first 

part of January.  The total cost for camp this is $335.00.  Registration forms and a non-refundable deposit 

of $150 (checks written out to St. Johnõs) is due to Missy by January 31.  St. Johnõs will pay $100 per 

camper and the remaining balance of $85.00 will be due to Good Earth Village on or before June 1, 2012.  

Good Earth Village will send you a confirmation of your registration.   

     St. Johnõs has money set aside for partial and full camperships (scholarships).  Please let Missy know if 

the fees are prohibitive and you would like more information.  You can contact Missy at the church office 

at 634-7110 or e-mail at mtjosaas@stjohnkasson.org. 



11 

 

 

 

  

(Kay Hodge, Ronda Shubert, Carole Baker, Arlene Draeger) 
  

 

Our thanks to Marge Albright, Betty Edgar, Colleen Rasmussen and Barbra Alberts for chairing 
the "Fifth Christmas Luncheon".   What a success it was and on Sunday at coffee all the ladies 
were reviewing our speaker Jen Koski's Top 12 ways to Take Care of Yourself [and live a full 
life] Jen is the Assistant Editor of the Rochester Magazine and writes a column in the Rochester 
Post Bulletin.  Since we had a hard time listing all 12 I am going to print them for you, if you were 
not there ask someone who was to share about each with you.  Here they are - 

1. Make Fun a Priority 

2. Surround Yourself with Fun People 

3. Paint Your Toenails Red 

4. Make a Bucket List 

5. Say No 

6. Give Back 

7. Exercise 

8. Count Your Blessings 

9. Don't Look in the Mirror within 10 Minutes of Waking 

10. Write it down 

11. Just Do It 

12. Celebrate Your Life 

 

Sound like a fun morning? If so, think about attending the "Sixth Christmas Luncheon" in 
December of 2012. Colleen and Barbra will be chairing this event. 

 Our WELCA handbooks for 2012 will be ready soon. 

Look in this Messenger and the Sunday Bulletins for locations and dates for our January Bible 
studies and try attending one that fits your schedule. 

  
Bethel  Thursday, January 5th  at 7:00 pm @ L. Lawôs 

Eve Saturday, January 7th at 9:30 am (FS) 

Mary  Tuesday, January 2nd at 9:00 am (CR) 

Martha  Thursday, January 5th @ 1:00 pm @ B. Schusterôs 

Rachel Saturday, January 7th at 9:00 am @ Danielôs 

WOF Every Thursday Morning @ 9:00 am (CR) Meetings Are  
As Scheduled 
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The excitement and joy of Christmas have filled the classrooms and halls for the 
past month.  The Christian Preschool setting is an especially glorious place at 
Christmas time. 

Now we greet the New Year with great anticipation.  What is coming in 2012?   
Each child has a special place on the 2012 calendar for his/her birthday.  What 
other happenings will there be for the children this year?  Which parents know 
about our program and are considering CKP for their child? 

We are blessed by all the support you, the congregation, continue to give us.  
Thank you for your prayers and your interest.  Thank you for the Thrivent funds 
and other gifts given to CKP.  

For those who use gift cards, please check into the Scrips program.  A large 
number of companies give rebates to us if the cards are purchased through our CKP Scrips account.  CKP 
staff members can give you information about Scrips. 

Happy 2012 

Phyllis Sands 

Sleep, baby Jesus, sleep on the hay  
Mary is singing, little lambs play  

Joseph is watching stars shine so bright  
So sleep, baby Jesus, sleep through the night.  

 

These are the words for one of our preschool Christmas songs.  Another 

favorite song was òTwinkle, Twinkle, Christmas Staró.  And oh, how the 

children loved to gallop around playing wrist bells and loudly singing òJingle 

Bellsó!  God must smile really big smiles when little children sing with such 

Christmas JOY!   
 

Leading up to Christmas, our weekly themes have focused on Christmas trees, angels, shepherds, and 

sheep.  Children learned that Jesus is our good shepherd.  He loves us, leads us, and protects us.  If we 

wander away, He will find us and lead us safely home.  Like sheep, we should always follow and listen to 

Him. 
 

Art projects this month included:  hand print trees, triangle trees, painted shepherds, clothespin 

sheep, nativity ornaments, wreath ornaments, angel prints, jingle bell necklaces, and Christmas photo 

frames.  
 

Our Christmas party was a joyful birthday celebration for baby Jesus!  

We decorated a big cake, lit candles, and sang òHappy Birthdayó.  Many 

parents helped with special party projects and games.  We watched a 

DVD that told the story of the very first Christmas in Bethlehem.  
 

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!  
Rhonda Johnson 

4-5 year old class  

M-T-W-TH afternoons  
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Volunteer Commission  
 

By the time this is published our Senior Christmas Service and Christmas Meal will have passed.  I 
know it will be no different than the past years, the people who work at this are so rewarded as they 
hear you visit with friends you may not have seen for a while. Your smiles and chatter are worth a 
million dollars. 

Thank you to at least 17 volunteers, along with worship & music and church staff who help make it 
a wonderful day. 

Thanks to Kaye Ellingson & Kay Hodge for leading funeral luncheons for December and to Gloria 
Gilbertson (993-3800) & Renee Solberg (634-7621) for leading in January 2012. 

A MEALS ON WHEELS MESSAGE! 

I met a man named Arvid who said "I've been a volunteer driver 
delivering meals to the homebound for seven years. They really need 
this service! Getting Nutritious meals delivered right to their door 
helps them stay healthy and in their homes. And, it's comforting for 
them to know that a visitor checks on them every day.  Again he said 
I'm Arvid and I'm happy to say "I Will".   By doing so, you bring hope 
and inspire possibility in the lives of others.  Arvid said I will, Will you? 

December is going by so quickly!  We started out the month by making 

Advent wreaths to help us count down the weeks until Christmas.  Through 

the month we have followed the Christmas story beginning with the angel 

visiting Mary.  Next, we learned about the shepherds and their sheep and 

how the star would guide them to the baby Jesus, the greatest Christmas 

gift of all.  We will also have a Gingerbread-baking day and will celebrate 

Jesusô birthday on our last day of class before break.   

  

We love to enthusiastically repeat our bible verse for the monthé 

 Luke 2:11 ñA Savior has been born to you!ò 

Mrs. Kimberly Johnson 

THANK YOU to all those who volunteered their time to ring the bells for 

Dodge County Salvation Army.  Because of your willingness to help, St. Johnôs 

rang the bells at Erdmanôs for several days and many hours in November & 

December.  All of the money raised stays in Dodge County to help those who 

need assistance. 


