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iwi se men from the east came to Jer
has been born? For we observed his star at its rising. and have come to pay
him homage. 0-2( Mat hew 2: 1

When | think about seeing the light | think of all the "Aha" moments | have
had in life. | used to be a part of a text study where a pastoral colleague
would talk of the aha moments in the scripture readings. This is when the
Holy story entwines with your own personal story. This is that moment of
ingenuity, that moment of insight, that you have never had before. The light
comes on. There is a song in your heart. If someone looked at you they
would even say that your face is lit up. Scriptures tell us that when Moses came down from the Mountain
after having spoken with God and having received the 10 commandments his face was aglow with God. It
was an fAAha" moment. The painter Michelangel o s
from his head.

The wisemen saw the star. They were intrigued by it. They followed the light. It led them to Jesus. Now
we can do all kinds of research to try and figure out exactly which star this was. The main point in the
Holy story though is that Jesus is the Light. Jesus is the author of that light bearing moment. The gospel
writer John says it this way. AThe true | ight w
these little word pictures.

So fasten that light in your mind. Now take a few steps into the season of Epiphany which is the season of
light, the season of the star. Jesus reveals his light to us. In the season of Epiphany in the church we take
a look at the call stories in the Bible. Jesus begins his ministry. He calls disciples. The light comes on in
their lives. When they talk to Jesus it as if the light beams are tracing from their brows. It is for sure an
aha moment for them, and they follow.

Can you think of time when you have been so
who wal ked in darkness have seen a great | i
on them |ight has shined. o6 (lsaiah 9:2) Chr

for sharing Christmas with Jan and I.

This January we piece together the budget for the new year, both the income side of things and the
Expense side of things. Thank you for the wonderful response to the Fall 2011 "Light The Fire!"
Stewardship Campaign. Looking at the number of families who have pledged we are seeing an increase.
Looking at the Amount pledged we are seeing an even larger increase over the current 2011 year of
pledging. The momentum has definitely picked up. The church Council, along with the Finance
committee, have taken measures to make our financial management more secure and to shore up
accounts that have long had outstanding negative debit balances. In other words the money was just not
there, and we as church spent the dollars that we did not have which in turn placed us into a negative
deficit position. We have made great headway in these past months. Please celebrate with us. My hope
and prayer is that with faithful stewardship, sound financial management, and an approach that
encourages all family members of St. Johndés to
of this red zone deficit condition and begin to share life together as a family in Christ in a more positive
way. Letbés celebrate the grand AAhao, #ALight be

Happy New Year, and Peace to you and yours,

Pastor Randy
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Pastor Mari edos Mesés

In this article | have been raising up to your attention those in our faith community
who are |living examples of Jesusd6 dire
who told everyone they met what they had seen and heard in the Bethlehem stable.
People like musicians who help us worship through their musical skills. People who
visit others and people who work behin
along. This month | raise up for your consideration, as examples of discipleship
behavior, this faith community.

On November 28, Pastor Mioche from the Bouyaha School and Pignon churches in Haiti wrote to me with

a question. (St. Johndés has an ongoing relationship
Johnés come up with $3200 ASAP so he could take adva
to feed some of the starving students and families in Haiti? Thanks to the US Navy, an American working in

Haiti and a US aid agency that packages nutritious food and makes it available for the cost of shipping,

Pastor Mioche had the fleeting opportunity to get 280,000 meals for $3200. ($.0112 per meal) He needed

an i mmediate commitment so he could reserve the food
committed $700 and | wrote in a brief E -mail: RESERVE THE FOOD. As of December18St . Johnods
members and friends have committed $3531. The extra donated will be helpful in paying for cooking oil,

cl ean water, kerosene and the school cookbds salary.
many for less. There were coins and dollar bills of every size. A teen dipped into her babysitting money
and the St. Johndés quilters used some of the money s

Pastor Miocheb6s remarkable opportunity with his work
generously so that others might eat.

lfyouspend Every single person or group who g¢
@ remarkable opportunity, generously sacrificed some part of a plan,

dream or Christmas gift. Discipleshipgivingdsacr i fi ci ng ca
behalf of forced. Itis all gift. It is all joy. Every single person who put money

the hungry  into my hand for Pastor Mioche was as blessed by their giving as

and ... the will be those who eat. As disciples we give because someone else is

in need and because weneedto give. Discipleship is our response to

yourselves in

oppressed, 1 wing we are surrounded and hel d
ﬂ«hyow focuses on being Godbés hands and f e
|i7|.t will and loving the people Jesus did. As disciples we use the skills, time

vise in the an.d money God has b[essed us'with., to serve those less blesse.d. .
darkness Di scipleship living and serving 1is

unconditional love.
Isaiah 58:10, NIV

Pastor Miochebés question and hope I
this faith community. Because of your discipleship giving, his bold
hope for food has been fulfilled.

Shalom,
Pastor Marie
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COUNCIL Happy New Year. Does that phrasle s
President's ! s January 1 the end of six to ejigh

Report preparations and cel ebrating? Many
planning the who, when and where| of
extended families and friends thiat

del i cious diet busting meal s. Then we shift |gea
center of Christmas. A season of joy and celebr
any number of Advent services, Christmas conc¢ert
fellow workers, coffee parties and dinners with
traditions, some very simple and some not so/|sin
to January 1 and we might think, AWow! That | was
beginning? l's it a continuation? January bring
Wednesday and Lent. Lent is followed by Psal m ¢
Resurrection. What do you think? Even though w
the start of another, or is it t Lontinuation
children of God? Do we stop #+ha ' 0 fon th
Jesus, or do we continue wi t# u s aivd | pr a
gi fts of grace, forgiveness, ’ I and etferr

Goddbds peace

Dan

And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from
every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to
speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and
Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the
words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! free at last! thank God Almighty,

we are free at last!" - Martin Luther King

Hi©NE® RIEN'G M | K

M ARTIN LUTHER KING DAY - JANUARY 16TH

Adult Fellowship

Please join Adult Fellowship on Sunday January 15th at 6:00 p.m.
at the home of Bob & Barb Pike, 211 8th Avenue NW.Take the
private drive off 8th Avenue just south of the church parking
lot. We will have pot luck snacks and play cards/table games.

e/
Adult Fellowship
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Council Meeting
St Johns Lutheran Church
r esident December 13, 2011

L Pld Business

, p Bieakfagt PrG 18, group B

Nametag display/storage is finished, thank you Fred Asche

Will start usmg nametags Jan 18
Secret ry

Finance Commlttee submitted Dedicated Funds report, will be available

C to congregation

om

p s u Deug W voiced his dissent concerning Dedicated Funds

com
New Sanctuary configuration will commence trial run Jan thru May

| @A mevestrategis planning process will be developed and presented to
congregation at annual meeting

.gEom

New Business
c o leven membership transfers

Online registration and payment for events will be added to web site

- 5; f mChurch building is lacking proper notification of emergency procedures
e usbhDoshkyg Property Commission will address
- gg @cmt el cpm 2012 Annual Meeting date is tentatively Mar 25
t elt(&Mabypns
-mary@citlink}net
322717 Phyllis Sands, secretary
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Youth and Family Ministries
January 2012

Sunday Night Youth Group

9-12 Grade Weekly Meetings in Youth Room
7-9pm
lstHappy NewNYe &G)

8t hSkits and Vi deos
15tRhesol uti ons/ Mi ssi

22 nde-d mage

291tTh e

Bi bl e

0000000000000000000000

L 4 L 4
o (oo [imisfoy ¢
0 L 4
06" o
Thank you to all who participated in the ¢

Peer Ministerso Hall o
Festlval, and Operation Haitian Christmas. All *

. events were a great success! :
¢ For the Food Drive and Fall Festival, the Peer ¢

¢ Ministers started a campaign to raise awareness ¢
¢ of the SEMCAC food shelf needs for the winter. ¢
& They raised over $150, gathered over 200 Ibs. of ¢
¢ food, and had their efforts publicized in the DCI.
¥ They also facilitated a wonderful Fall Festival,
© complete with hay rides, fire truck tours, games,
€ and snacks.

L 4

¢ In conjunction with the KMHS student council,
the Peer Ministers promoted the need for
specific items to be shipped to Pastor Mioche in
Pignon, Haiti. With the help of the Mission &
Outreach Commission, they packaged 370
pounds of good quality shoes, clothes, peanut
butter, and Christmas ornaments in 21 boxes.

4 n addition, $800 was raised to help ship the

¢ items.
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Wetter Park of America
January 291st
025 due 119
st o« I3l 20 Crade

rFamilies Welceome

|

Meffene] Yot @@ﬁﬁﬂ@[ﬁﬁﬁﬂ@ gty

Sunday, January 15th
7-8pm

|V &viand&téhy nheeting for
all participants and
parents.

$100 due

citizens with the saints
Ephesians 2:14-20

Youth Quake 2012

7th-9th Grades
March 23-25, 2012

Registration - $135
Due January 4th

Late Registration - $155
Dependent on availability
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An Announcement

Regarding Worship Furnishing & Musical
Instruments Setting

Upcoming: Worship Furnishing and Musical
Instruments Setting: A joint conversation and meeting of the
FOR YOUR INFORMATION minds was held with the Altar Committee, Decorations Sub
Committee, Worship & Music Commission, Youth & Family
Commission, Refuge Worship Team, Adult JAM Worship Team, Education Commission, Property
Commission, Confirmation Guides and Parents, and Staff to talk about instrument placement and
decoration space in the worship space of the Sanctuary.One common agreementwas reached by
this group which on a five-month trial basis will have us taking out the front 3 pews on each side and
replacing these with 4 folding chairs in each row; moving the piano and baptismal font to the left
side and moving the pulpit to the right side and designing a short 6-8" stage for contemporary
musicians where the piano sat on the right side.

The Church Council at its Tuesday, 12/13/11 meeting approved this as a trial agreement for the
months of January-May. We will try this fully for those 5 months, and towards the end of that
period, assess the feedback of this new design. If you have any questions, please speak to your
Council members, Worship & Music Commission, or Staff members directly.

Thank you.

fl I'BAREEIIXI%FAST Mends Breakfast Study wi

STUDY Wednesday, January 18th
at 6:30 a.m.

New Attendees are Welcome!

AT HOME VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

We are looking for someone who will sort all the labels that come in for different
organizations (soup labels, box tops, milk tops) and get them to the correct
collection place (CKP, schools, Ronald McDonald). We will provide the list of

where they should go. This would allow us to have one large container for all

items we collect making this a neater and more organized effort. The kitchen \)’
container now sits on a fire door counter and there just isn't room in the kitchen —HOME-
for these collections. If this is something you would like to do leave your name at m

the Welcome Center or the church office. OPPORTUNITY




anuary Education
Quiltersand Sewers Needed

The congregation with the leadership of Jen Smith are creating quilts for our
graduating seniors again this year. We sent out letters to all who are eligible and we
received 12 responses from our senior class to be a part of this milestone. We still
need congregation members to help with the sewing of blocks.

Each studentds quil't pieces are in a box by th
take a pre-packaged square kit (with the fabric already cut and the directions with it) to put together one
square. We just ask that you do it in a timely fashion and that you pray for the senior as you put together
their square. Each quilt is using the same pattern but the seniors have picked out their material. Please hav
the quilt blocks back to the church by Monday, February 6. This is a very important date so that we have
plenty of time to get them quilted and completed.

We are looking for people willing to machine quilt a quilt and people willing to bind a quilt. If you can
help with either of t hese snalespiliken@kmtelgasne | et Jen

Check out the display on the bulletin board in
same pattern. If you have any questions please contact Jen (Missy is not likely able to answer your
quilting questions).

eyl Bus Drivers
—g——_5 Needed for Wednesday Oasis

We are in need of bus drivers for Wednesday afternoons.
Superintendant Mark Matuska and kM district transportation director, Larry Meeker have been
helping us find licensed drivers and are helping us get drivers certified. So please take the time to
thank these two men for all their hard work and willingness to help us out. IF there is anyone that
would like to get your license and help us out please talk to Missy ASAP. It would be making two
trips between the middle school and elementary school then back to the church. This is a very

kno

t

h e

i mportant ministry here at St. Johnd6s and getti:

successful after school program.

Mark Your Calendars & Save Your Treasures

I know you are thinking about spring already and the Youth are

useda-bit stuff to donate for the sale. We thought now would be a

good time to alert you to our plan so you can save your treasures for us.
We selected the weekend of April 20 to have our sale. We will begin
taking items after worship on Sunday April 15. We will take clothing,
shoes, books, household items, bikes and gently used furniture. We will
NOT take electronics such as computers, TVO0s or
weight benches. If you have any questions please contact Missy at mtjosaas@stjohnskasson.org at the
church at 634-7110.

resurrecting the St. Johnds Rummage

e X €



VBS & Summer Planning

We are beginning to plan for our VBS and other summer activities. We are going to shake things up
again this year. In conjunction with Phil and the Youth and Family Commission there will be a variety of
opportunities for young people of all ages. Some dates to put on your calendars.

June 1822 Arts and Athletic Day Camps 5-6th graders

June 2529 1/2 day Vacation Bible School Preschool- 4th grade
June 29- July 6 Confirmation Camp in South Dakota (Space still available) 7-9th graders

July 8-13 Pre-Confirmation Camp at Good Earth Village 6th graders

July 1824 National Youth Gathering in New Orleans 9-12th grade

July 30-August 3 Adventure Camp 5-6th graders

This list of activities is not exhaustive and other activities may be added in the coming months.
More details will also be announced in the next couple of months. Volunteers are always welcomed at
any of our local events and camps please contact Missy or Phil questions.

Christmas Program Thank You!

C+ yYyGAAWE NA" T

Thank you to all who helped make th
Star 6 it was a Jlledddye The childreawhd pagigpatedi t
in this yeards program did a fabul ous
sharing the meaning of the Season. | know the Christmas season can get
crazy busy for everyone and taking time out to remember why we celebrate
is always the highlight of my year. Thank you to everyone who put their heart and talents into this
program. Watching the children process in and sing always makes my heart happy and | hope it does for
you al so. Thank youds also go out to all teachers
| sure could not make this program/day happen without so many happy hearts willing to be

Pre-Confirmation Camp

6th Grade Students
July 8-13,2011

Pre-Confirmation Camp for 6th grade students is scheduled for July 913, at Good
Earth Village near Spring Valley, MN. Missy will be heading to camp with you and
you will get to spend 2 hours every morning with your group from Kasson and then
the rest of the day you will spend with your cabin group, counselor, and new friends.

:J, US AT s
' Good Earth
£ Village -

Registrations were handed out at Fall orientation but a detailed letter will be mailed out the first

part of January. The total cost for camp this is $335.00. Registration forms and a nonrefundable deposit
of $150 (checks written out to St. Johndés) is due t
camper and the remaining balance of $85.00 will be due to Good Earth Village on or before June 1, 2012.
Good Earth Village will send you a confirmation of your registration.

St. Johndés has money set aside for partial and ful
the fees are prohibitive and you would like more information. You can contact Missy at the church office
at 634-7110 or email at mtjosaas@stjohnkasson.org.
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(Kay Hodge, Ronda Shubert, Carole Baker, Arlene Draeger) //,/ !‘ () > ﬂ»

Our thanks to Marge Al bright, Betty Edgar, Coll
the "Fifth ChriwWhansalLsncbessn"it was and on Sun
were reviewing our speaker Jen Koski's Top 12 w
liJen i s the Assistant Editor of the Rochester |
Post BuWlilnectei we had a hard time |isting all 12 I
not there awhko swoanse atmoe share alHeme telmeynw ai e h you.
1. Make Fun a Priority

2. Surround Yourself with Fun Peopl e

3. Paint Your Toenails Red

4 . Make a Bucket Li st

5. Say No

6. Give Back

7. Exercise

8. Count Your Bl essings

9. Don't Look in the Mirror within 10 Minutes o
10. Write it down

11. Just Do It

12. Celebrate Your Life

Sound | i ke a fun morning? | f so, think about at
December ©dl 1280dar® .and Barbra will be chairing thi
Our WELCA handbooks for 2012 wil/| be ready soon

Look in this Messenger and the Sunday Bull etins
studies and try attending one that fits your sc

WOmen,S Bethel Thursday, January 5th at | 7:C
BlbeStUdy Eve Saturday, January 7th at D : 3 C
Mary Tuesday, January 2nd at 9] 00
\\% Martha Thursday, January 5th @ 1]00
/ Rachel Saturday, January 7th at P:o0C
Meeti ngs Awsr Every Thur sday OMoram noCR@
As Schedul ed
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The excitement and joy of Christmas have

past mont h. The Christian Preschool |set

Christmas ti me.

Now we greet the New Year with great Jant

Each child has a special place on theg 20

ot her happenings will there be for the ¢c

about our program and are considering CK

We are blessed by all the support you, t

CKP Director's Thank you for your prayers and your i|nte
Report and other gifts given to CKP.

For those who use gift cards, please |che
number of companies give rebates to us if the cafds
staff members can give you information about Scrips.
Happy 2012
Phyl Il i s Sands

Sleep, baby Jesus, sleep on the hay
Mary is singing, little lambs play
Joseph is watching stars shine so bright

Zfr So sleep, baby Jesus, sleep through the night.

J7 These are the words for one of our preschool Christmas songs. Another
favorite song was O0Twinkl e, Twi nkl el Cl
children | oved to gallop around pl ayi ng
Bel | so6! God must smile really big smil
Christmas JOY!

Leading up to Christmas, our weekly themes have focused on Christmas trees, angels, shepherds, and
sheep. Children learned that Jesus is our good shepherd. He loves us, leads us, and protects us. If we
wander away, He will find us and lead us safely home. Like sheep, we should always follow and listen to

Him.

Art projects this month included: hand print trees, triangle trees, painted shepherds, clothespin
sheep, nativity ornaments, wreath ornaments, angel prints, jingle bell necklaces, and Christmas photo

frames.

Our Christmas party was a joyful birthday celebration for baby Jesus!

We decorated a big cake, it candl
parents helped with special party projects and games. We watched a

DVD that told the story of the very first Christmas in Bethlehem.

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!
Rhonda Johnson
4-5 year old class
M-T-W-TH afternoons
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December is going by so quickly! We s
Advent wreaths to help us count down t

the month we have followed the Christr
visiting Mary. Next, we | earned about
how the star would guide them to the L
gi ft of all. We wi iblakalnggo dlaayv ea nad @vii rl ¢
Jesusd birthday on our |l ast day of «cl ¢
We | ove to enthusiastically repeat our bible ver

Luke MRA 19avior has been born to you!o

Mrs. Kimberly Johnson

THANK Y®OWII those who volunteered]|the

Dodge County Sd8lexcatuisen oAr mypur willingnes
rang the bells at Erdmanés for severdgl d
DecembAdrl. of the money raised stays i Do

need assistance

Volunteer Commission

By the time this is published our Senior Chrlistn
know i1t wil/ be no different than the past years
hear you visit with friends you may not have see
million doll ars

Thank you to at | east 17 volunteers, along with
a wonder ful day

Thanks to Kaye EIlIlingson & Kay Hodge for |l eading
Gil berts88®0()9%&3 Renee-76@0Lhbefgr(684a4ding in Januar

A MEALS ON WHEELS MESSAGE!

I met a man named Arvid who said "I
delivering meals to the homebound f
this service! Getting Nutritious me
hel ps them stay healthy and in thei
them to know that a vi si tAgrai cmh ehcek ss ¢
Il " m Arvid and | ' m Bwyapdoyi ngp s,y ydu W
and inspire possibi lArtvyi d ns &jihdel 11 yiwie
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